CHAPTER  VII
DOGMA

i. LEX OR AND i

IT may be urged against the whole theory of Lex
Orandi (the theory, namely, of devotion as the deter-
minant of dogma, of spiritual need as the guide to
religious truth) that, as a fact, the greater part of
Catholic dogma has been shaped by the results of
theological curiosity, by the controversies of the
philosophers and schoolmen ; by anything rather than
by the pure interests of inward religion. A partial
answer is found in the contention that much of this
intellectual construction is apologetic and defensive,
a reply to the attacks of philosophical and historical
criticism upon beliefs shaped originally by the exi-
gencies of spiritual life. We may question the wisdom
of meeting intellectual curiosity on its own ground,
instead of taking refuge on the higher plane of the
distinction between religious values and their his-
torical and philosophical embodiment, still it is right
to hold as much of the said embodiment as will bear
the test of criticism, and not to yield to every wind
of doctrine. Though primarily interested in religious
truth, yet religion is also interested in all truths ; more
especially in those most intimately connected with
her own, as being their contingent and actual, if not
absolutely necessary, embodiment.